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THE NEGRO NATIONAL ANTHEM

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Lift ev'ry voice and sing, Till earth and heaven ring.
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise, High as the list'ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun Of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.


Stony the road we trod, Bitter the chast'ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered;
Out from the gloomy past, Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.


God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might, Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee,
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, May we forever stand,
True to our God, True to our native land.
Words by James Weldon Johnson
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

THE PRELUDE

“Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him” – Psalm 37:7a

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS

“good news gives health to the bones.” – Proverbs 15:30b

“Your procession has come into view, O God,
the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary.” – Psalm 68:24

THE PROCESSIONAL

“Gather the people, consecrate the assembly;
bring together the elders, gather the children.” – Joel 2:16a

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE DOXOLOGY - HYMN #647

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow!”
BRO. RICHARD KIRTLEY, III

THE CALL TO WORSHIP
LEADER:

PEOPLE:



Originally By the Rev. Garland F. Pierce, Inspired by Psalm 138

On this day, we pause to remember, reflect, reclaim, and recommit. We gather
in your holy temple to worship you for your steadfast love and faithfulness to us,
your children who bear witness under the banner of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church.
We give you thanks, O Lord, with our whole hearts.
●

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

With thankful hearts, we remember the life, ministry, and vision of the founder
of our church, your servant, Bishop Richard Allen, born a slave yet his freedom
bought by his will, determination, giftedness, and hard work. His spirit set free
years before through the liberating gospel of Jesus Christ and God’s grace and
mercy. “Whom the Son sets free is free indeed!”
We give you thanks, O Lord, with our whole hearts.
●

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

While, we make no claim to be the one, true church, the best, or even the
greatest, we give you thanks for this African Methodist Episcopal Church, a
faithful part of the Church Universal founded by Christ, the author and finisher
of our faith. We reflect on the rich legacy, which we have inherited from the
leaders and countless dedicated members across the globe who you called to
bear witness to your light and love.
We give you thanks, O Lord, with our whole hearts.
●

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

Where we have strayed, God return us to the path of righteousness. When we
falter, please hear our cries and increase our strength of soul. When we would
hesitate, make excuse, or say no to your call, remind us that your call is not
dependent on our worthiness but on our willingness. We reclaim the call to live
lives worthy of the name, “A liberating and reconciling people.”
We give you thanks, O Lord, with our whole hearts.
●

LEADER:

PEOPLE:

God, all you have created you called “good.” Yet sin and evil seek to
contaminate and destroy. We hear your call to us to holiness, both personal and
social, that we might be partners with you in justice and peace, not because you
need us; but because you love us and have chosen us.
We give you thanks, O Lord, with our whole hearts. We recommit our
whole selves to your purpose, believing Your steadfast love endures
forever. Your name be praised, Hallelujah and Amen!

THE WORSHIP HYMN - HYMN #578, AMEC HYMNAL

“LIFT EV'RY VOICE AND SING”
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THE WORSHIP PRAYER

LED BY BRO. BOBBY STONE
PRAY TOGETHER … IN ONE VOICE
We give thanks to you, O Lord our God, for all your servants and witnesses of time
past: for Abraham, the father of believers, and Sarah his wife; for Moses, the lawgiver, and
Aaron, the priest; for Miriam and Joshua, Deborah and Gideon, and Samuel with Hannah
his mother; for Elijah and all the prophets; for Mary, the mother of our Lord; for Peter and
Paul and all the Apostles, evangelists and martyrs of the early Church; for John and
Charles Wesley, Richard and Sarah Allen, William Paul Quinn, Daniel Alexander Payne,
Jareena Lee and all of those who have helped to established our faith and identity; and for
Bishop Jeffrey Leath, Presiding Elder Kenneth Golphin, and all of those who are leading
your Church. In your mercy, O LORD our God, give us, as you gave to them, the hope of
salvation and the promise of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, whom you sent to
reconcile the world to yourself: We praise and bless you for those whom you have sent in
the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to all nations. For the kingdom and the power
and the glory are yours forever, in the name of Christ Jesus, we pray… AMEN!

THE PRAYER RESPONSE

“Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.
Melt me, Mold me, Fill me, Use me. Spirit of the Living God, Fall fresh on me.”

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON

BRO. WENDELL JOHNSON
MATTHEW 5:13-20, The Message
13 "Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the Godflavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've lost your
usefulness and will end up in the garbage.
14 "Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the
world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. 15
If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting
you on a light stand. 16 Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep
open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open
up with God, this generous Father in heaven.
17 "Don't suppose for a minute that I have come to demolish the Scriptures—either God's Law
or the Prophets. I'm not here to demolish but to complete. I am going to put it all together, pull it
all together in a vast panorama. 18 God's Law is more real and lasting than the stars in the sky
and the ground at your feet. Long after stars burn out and earth wears out, God's Law will be alive
and working.
19 "Trivialize even the smallest item in God's Law and you will only have trivialized yourself.
But take it seriously, show the way for others, and you will find honor in the kingdom. 20 Unless
you do far better than the Pharisees in the matters of right living, you won't know the first thing
about entering the kingdom.

THE INTROIT
- HYMN #594

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name. (repeat)
He has done great things. He has done great things,
He has done great things, bless His holy name.”
BRO. ROBERT GREENLEE

*THE FOUNDER’S DAY LITANY

Originally By Bishop McKinley Young
Response: Psalm 16:6, NIV 2011

Leader: We praise God for the prophetic witness and compassionate ministry of Richard Allen,
our Sainted Founder.
People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.
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Leader: We thank God for the justice-seeking legacy of African Methodism
given to all of us who serve in faith and live in hope.
People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.

Leader: We celebrate the countless gifts of our sainted forebears
who preceded us in the ageless struggles for love, justice and peace.
People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.

Leader: We remember with thanksgiving their many labors and countless sacrifices.
People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.

Leader: We are grateful to God for their ceaseless prayers, sacred tears,
and perpetual longing for your “brighter day”.
People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.

Leader: We praise God for their courage, stamina, and zeal.
People: The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
surely I have a delightful inheritance.

Leader: We thank God for the gifts of their hands and knees, their hearts and backs,
and their groans and sighs.
ALL: The boundary lines have fallen for us in pleasant places;
surely we have a delightful and Godly inheritance. Amen! AMEN! AMEN!
THE GLORIA PATRI
- HYMN #628

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. AMEN.”

THE CHOIR PRAISE!

“I will praise God's name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving..” – Psalm 69:30

THE WORSHIP OF GIVING

“All things come of Thee, O Lord and of Thine own
have we given Thee. Amen” - 1 Chronicles 29:14~HYMN #644

 Tithes & Offerings, and Missionary Offering

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” — MALACHI 3:10
“God loves a cheerful giver.” — 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7

THE CHILDREN’S MOMENT

THE CHOIR PRAISE!

“He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” – Matthew 18:2-5

“My lips will shout for joy when I sing praise to you— I, whom you have redeemed.” – Psalm 71:23

THE REV. FREDERICK E. HALE, JR.

THE FOUNDER’S DAY MESSAGE

c

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

– Romans 10:13
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THE ALTAR CALL
THE WELCOME

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember
that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.
First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” – Matthew 5:23-24

BRO. BRUCE GRANVILLE

“He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.”

– Luke 9:11b

“Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this
you were called so that you may inherit a blessing..”– 1 Peter 3:9

THE BLESSING & BENEDICTION

“Let’s Not Forget”
An Extraordinary History – An Incredible Future
By Bishop John F. White
The African Methodist Episcopal Church: The oldest traditionally
Black Protestant denomination founded on American Soil! As we
reflect and celebrate Founder’s Day 2017, we cannot afford to have
a memory lapse about our extraordinary beginning. Will and Ariel
Durant wrote, “We are the best-informed people on earth as to the
events of the last 24 hours; we are not the best informed as to the
events of the 60 centuries.”
The African Methodist Episcopal Church begin in 1787 when
Richard Allen, a former slave, refused to accept white Methodists’
racist and un-Christian behavior at St. George’s Methodist Church in Philadelphia. In April 1816, 29 years after
Allen and others walked out of St. George’s, Allen and numerous black Methodists met in Philadelphia and
formally organized the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
Our founding fathers and mothers bequeathed us a great legacy. Their work and witness in our collective
past gave birth to the African Methodist Episcopal Church, our inheritance. As we celebrate Founder’s Day 2017,
we may need to remind ourselves that the past is the foundation on which we build. It was our forbearers who
opened the paths and blazed the trails we now travel. They organized the churches in which we pray, preach
and fellowship; they composed the songs that got many of us over; they erected the schools where some of us
studied.
Given our extraordinary history, our future is incredible. We are called to transform the world, in Jesus’ name.
We are called to share our extraordinary history at every level of our Zion with a vision to ensure that our future is
Incredible. Who would ever have thought that our Zion would be in India, Brazil, and 40 other countries around
the world with a motto of “God is Our Father, Christ is Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit our Comforter, Humankind our
Family”?
As we celebrate our extraordinary history, our Incredible future is greater than our proud past — for the best
is yet to come for the African Methodist Episcopal Church. During the Month of February, as we celebrate Black
History Month in the United States and Canada and Founder’s Day of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, I
invite the entire membership to read the book; Freedom’s Prophet: Bishop Richard Allen by Richard S.
6
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Newman. It is my hope that the words from this inspired reading will both enlighten and enhance your
knowledge, understanding and appreciation of our founder and the great legacy of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church.

THE LIFE, EXPERIENCE, AND
GOSPEL LABOURS
OF THE Rt. Rev. RICHARD
ALLEN.
TO WHICH IS ANNEXED THE RISE AND
PROGRESS OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. CONTAINING A NARRATIVE OF THE
YELLOW FEVER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
1793: WITH AN ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF
COLOUR IN THE UNITED STATES.

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, AND
PUBLISHED BY HIS REQUEST.

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright:
for the end of that man is peace.--Ps. xxxvii. 37.
PHILADELPHIA: Martin & Boden, Printers. 1833.
Funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities
supported the electronic publication of this title.
© This work is the property of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

THE RT. REVEREND RICHARD ALLEN
Founder of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

It may be used freely by individuals for research, teaching
and personal use as long as this statement of availability
is included in the text.
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Page 3

PREFACE.
A GREAT part of this work having been written many years after events actually took place; and as my memory could
not exactly point out the exact time of many occurrences; they are, however, (as many as I can recollect) pointed out; some
without day or date, which, I presume, will be of no material consequence, so that they are confined to the truth.
Could I but recollect the half of my trials and sufferings in this life, with the many meetings I have held, and the various
occurrences that have taken place in my travelling to and fro, preaching the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to
Adam's lost race, they would swell this little book far beyond my inclination, and weary perhaps those into whose hands it
may chance to come; and as I have been earnestly solicited by many of my friends to leave a small detail of my life and
proceedings, I have thought proper, for the satisfaction of those who (after I am dead and in the grave) may feel an inclination
to learn the commencement of my life, to leave behind me this short account for their perusal.
RICHARD ALLEN.

Page 5

LIFE, &c.
I was born in the year of our Lord 1760, on February 14th, a slave to Benjamin Chew, of Philadelphia. My mother and
father and four children of us were sold into Delaware State, near Dover, and I was a child and lived with him until I was
upwards of twenty years of age, during which time I was awakened and brought to see myself poor, wretched and undone,
and without the mercy of God must be lost. Shortly after I obtained mercy through the blood of Christ, and was constrained
to exhort my old companions to seek the Lord. I went rejoicing for several days, and was happy in the Lord, in conversing
with many old experienced Christians. I was brought under doubts, and was tempted to believe I was deceived, and was
constrained to seek the Lord afresh. I went with my head bowed down for many days. My sins were a heavy burden. I
was tempted to believe there was no mercy for me. I cried to the Lord both night and day. One night I thought hell
would be my portion. I cried unto Him who delighteth to hear the prayers of a poor sinner; and all of a sudden my
dungeon shook, my chains flew off, and glory to God, I cried. My soul was filled. I cried, enough for me--the Saviour
died. Now my confidence was strengthened that the Lord, for Christ's sake, had heard my prayers, and pardoned all my
sins. I was constrained to go from house to house, exhorting my old companions, and telling to all around what a dear
Saviour I had found. I joined the Methodist society, and met in class at Benjamin Wells's, in the forest, Delaware State. John
Gray was the class-leader. I met in his class for several years.
My master was an unconverted man, and all the family;
Page 6
but he was what the world called a good master. He was more like a father to his slaves than any thing else. He was a very
tender, humane man. My mother and father lived with him for many years. He was brought into difficulty, not being able to
pay for us; and mother having several children after he had bought us, he sold my mother and three children. My mother
sought the Lord and found favour with him, and became a very pious woman. There were three children of us remained
with our old master. My oldest brother embraced religion, and my sister. Our neighbours, seeing that our master indulged
us with the privilege of attending meeting once in two weeks, said that Stokeley's negroes would soon ruin him; and so my
brother and myself held a council together that we would attend more faithfully to our master's business, so that it should
not be said that religion made us worse servants, we would work night and day to get our crops forward, so that they should
be disappointed. We frequently went to meeting on every other Thursday; but if we were likely to be backward with our
crops we would refrain from going to meeting. When our master found we were making no provision to go to meeting, he
would frequently ask us if it was not our meeting day, and if we were not going. We would frequently tell him, "no, sir, we
would rather stay at home and get our work done." He would tell us, "Boys, I would rather you would go to your meeting: if
I am not good myself, I like to see you striving yourselves to be good." Our reply would be, "Thank you, sir; but we would
rather stay and get our crops forward." So we always continued to keep our crops more forward than our neighbours; and
we would attend public preaching once in two weeks, and class meeting once a week. At length our master said he was
convinced that religion made slaves better and not worse, and often boasted of his slaves for their honesty and industry.
Some time after I asked him if I might ask the preachers to come and preach at his house. He being old and infirm, my
master and mistress cheerfully agreed for me to ask some of the Methodist preachers to come and preach at his house. I
asked him for a note. He replied, if my word was not sufficient, he should send no note. I accordingly
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Page 7
asked the preacher. He seemed somewhat backward at first, as my master did not send a written request; but the classleader (John Gray) observed that my word was sufficient; so he preached at my old master's house on the next Wednesday.
Preaching continued for some months; at length Freeborn Garrison preached from these words, "Thou art weighed in the
balance, and art found wanting." In pointing out and weighing the different characters, and among the rest weighed the
slave-holders, my master believed himself to be one of that number, and after that he could not be satisfied to hold slaves,
believing it to be wrong. And after that he proposed to me and my brother buying our times, to pay him sixty pounds gold
and silver, or two thousand dollars continental money, which we complied with in the year 17--.
We left our master's house, and I may truly say it was like leaving our father's house; for he was a kind, affectionate,
and tender-hearted master, and told us to make his house our home when we were out of a place or sick. While living with
him we had family prayer in the kitchen, to which he frequently would come out himself at time of prayer, and my mistress
with him. At length he invited us from the kitchen to the parlour to hold family prayer, which we attended to. We had our
stated times to hold our prayer meetings and give exhortations at in the neighbourhood.
I had it often impressed upon my mind that I should one day enjoy my freedom; for slavery is a bitter pill,
notwithstanding we had a good master. But when we would think that our day's work was never done, we often thought that
after our master's death we were liable to be sold to the highest bidder, as he was much in debt; and thus my troubles were
increased, and I was often brought to weep between the porch and the altar. But I have had reason to bless my dear Lord
that a door was opened unexpectedly for me to buy my time, and enjoy my liberty. When I left my master's house I knew
not what to do, not being used to hard work, what business I should follow to pay my master and get my living. I went to
cutting of cord wood. The first day my hands were so blistered and sore, that it was with difficulty I could open or shut them.
I kneeled down upon my knees and
Page 8
prayed that the Lord would open some way for me to get my living. In a few days my hands recovered, and became
accustomed to cutting of wood and other hardships; so I soon became able to cut my cord and a half and two cords a day.
After I was done cutting, I was employed in a brick-yard by one Robert Register, at fifty dollars a month, continental money.
After I was done with the brick-yard I went to days' work, but did not forget to serve my dear Lord. I used oftimes to pray
sitting, standing, or lying; and while my hands were employed to earn my bread, my heart was devoted to my dear
Redeemer. Sometimes I would awake from my sleep preaching and praying. I was after this employed in driving of wagon
in time of the continental war, in drawing salt from Rehobar, Sussex county, in Delaware. I had my regular stops and
preaching places on the road. I enjoyed many happy seasons in meditation and prayer while in this employment.
After peace was proclaimed I then travelled extensively, striving to preach the Gospel. My lot was cast in Wilmington.
Shortly after I was taken sick with the fall fever and then the pleurisy. September the 3d, 1783, I left my native place. After
leaving Wilmington, I went into New-Jersey, and there travelled and strove to preach the Gospel until the spring of 1784. I
then became acquainted with Benjamin Abbot, that great and good apostle. He was one of the greatest men that ever I was
acquainted with. He seldom preached but what there were souls added to his labour. He was a man of as great faith as any
that ever I saw. The Lord was with him, and blessed his labours abundantly. He was as a friend and father to me. I was
sorry when I had to leave West Jersey, knowing I had to leave a father. I was employed in cutting of wood for Captain
Cruenkleton, although I preached the Gospel at nights and on Sundays. My dear Lord was with me, and blessed my labours-glory to God--and gave me souls for my hire. I then visited East Jersey, and laboured for my dear Lord, and became
acquainted with Joseph Budd, and made my home with him, near the new mills--a family, I trust, who loved and served the
Lord. I laboured some time there; but being much afflicted in body with the inflammatory
Page 9
rheumatism, was not so successful as in some other places. I went from there to Jonathan Bunn's, near Bennington, East
Jersey. There I laboured in that neighbourhood for some time. I found him and his family kind and affectionate, and he and
his dear wife were a father and mother of Israel. In the year 1784 I left East Jersey, and laboured in Pennsylvania. I walked
until my feet became so sore and blistered the first day, that I scarcely could bear them to the ground. I found the people
very humane and kind in Pennsylvania. I having but little money, I stopped at Cæsar Water's, at Radnor township, twelve
miles from Philadelphia. I found him and his wife very kind and affectionate to me. In the evening they asked me if I would
come and take tea with them; but after sitting awhile, my feet became so sore and painful that I could scarcely be able to
put them to the floor. I told them that I would accept of their kind invitation, but my feet pained me so that I could not come
to the table. They brought the table to me. Never was I more kindly received by strangers that I had never before seen, than
by them. She bathed my feet with warm water and bran; the next morning my feet were better and free from pain. They
asked me if I would preach for them. I preached for them the next evening. We had a glorious meeting. They invited me to
9
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stay till Sabbath day, and preach for them. I agreed to do so, and preached on Sabbath day to a large congregation of
different persuasions, and my dear Lord was with me, and I believe there were many souls cut to the heart, and were added
to the ministry. They insisted on me to stay longer with them. I stayed and laboured in Radnor several weeks. Many souls
were awakened, and cried aloud to the Lord to have mercy upon them. I was frequently called upon by many inquiring what
they should do to be saved. I appointed them to prayer and supplication at the throne of grace, and to make use of all
manner of prayer, and pointed them to the invitation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who has said, "Come unto me,
all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Glory be to God! and now I know he was a God at hand and
left not afar off. I preached my farewell sermon, and left these dear people. It was a time of visitation from above,
Page 10
many were the slain of the Lord. Seldom did I ever experience such a time of mourning and lamentation among a people.
There were but few coloured people in the neighbourhood--the most of my congregation was white. Some said, this man
must be a man of God; I never heard such preaching before. We spent a greater part of the night in singing and prayer with
the mourners. I expected I should have had to walk, as I had done before; but Mr. Davis had a creature that he made a
present to me; but I intended to pay him for his horse if ever I got able. My dear Lord was kind and gracious to me. Some
years after I got into business, and thought myself able to pay for the horse. The horse was too light and small for me to
travel on far. I traded it away with George Huftman for a blind horse, but larger. I found my friend Huftman very kind and
affectionate to me, and his family also. I preached several times at Huftman's meeting house to a large and numerous
congregation.
I proceeded on to Lancaster, Pennsylvania. I found the people in general dead to religion, and scarcely a form of
godliness. I went on to Little York and put up at George Tess, a saddler, and I believed him to be a man that loved and
served the Lord. I had comfortable meetings with the Germans. I left Little York and proceeded on to the State of Maryland,
and stopped at Mr. Benjamin Grover's; and I believed him to be a man that loved and served the Lord. I had many happy
seasons with my dear friends. His wife was a very pious woman; but their dear children were strangers to vital religion. I
preached in the neighbourhood for some time, and travelled Hartford circuit with Mr. Porters, who travelled that circuit. I
found him very useful to me. I also travelled with Jonathan Forest and Leari Coal.
December, 1784, General Conference sat in Baltimore, the first General Conference ever held in America. The English
preachers just arrived from Europe, Rev. Dr. Coke, Richard Watcoat, and Thomas Vasses. This was the beginning of the
Episcopal Church amongst the Methodists. Many of the ministers were set apart in holy orders at this Conference,
and were said to be entitled to the gown; and I have thought religion has been declining in the church ever since.
There was a pamphlet published
Page 11
by some person which stated that when the Methodists were no people, then they were a people; and now they have
become a people, they were no people, which had often serious weight upon my mind.
In 1785 the Rev. Richard Watcoat was appointed on Baltimore circuit. He was, I believe, a man of God. I found great
strength in travelling with him--a father in Israel. In his advice he was fatherly and friendly. He was of a mild and serene
disposition. My lot was cast in Baltimore, in a small meeting-house called Methodist Alley. I stopped at Richard Mould's,
and was sent to my lodgings, and lodged at Mr. McCannon's. I had some happy meetings in Baltimore. I was introduced to
Richard Russell, who was very kind and affectionate to me, and attended several meetings. Rev. Bishop Asberry sent for
me to meet him at Henry Gaff's. I did so. He told me he wished me to travel with him. He told me that in the slave countries,
Carolina and other places, I must not intermix with the slaves, and I would frequently have to sleep in his carriage, and he
would allow me my victuals and clothes. I told him I would not travel with him on these conditions. He asked me my reason.
I told him if I was taken sick, who was to support me? and that I thought people ought to lay up something while they were
able, to support themselves in time of sickness or old age. He said that was as much as he got, his victuals and clothes. I
told him he would be taken care of, let his afflictions be as they were, or let him be taken sick where he would, he would be
taken care of; but I doubted whether it would be the case with myself. He smiled, and told me he would give me from then
until he returned from the eastward to make up my mind, which would be about three months. But I made up my mind that
I would not accept of his proposals. Shortly after I left Hartford Circuit, and came to Pennsylvania, on Lancaster Circuit. I
travelled several months on Lancaster Circuit with the Rev. Peter Morratte and Irie Ellis. They were very kind and
affectionate to me in building me up; for I had many trials to pass through, and I received nothing from the Methodist
connexion. My usual method was, when I would get bare of clothes, to stop travelling and go to work, so that no man could
say I was
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Page 12
chargeable to the connexion. My hands administered to my necessities. The autumn of 1785 I returned again to Radnor. I
stopped at George Giger's, a man of God, and went to work. His family were all kind and affectionate to me. I killed seven
beefs, and supplied the neighbours with meat; got myself pretty well clad through my own industry--thank God--and
preached occasionally. The elder in charge in Philadelphia frequently sent for me to come to the city. February, 1786, I
came to Philadelphia. Preaching was given out for me at five o'clock in the morning at St. George's Church. I strove
to preach as well as I could, but it was a great cross to me; but the Lord was with me. We had a good time, and
several souls were awakened, and were earnestly seeking redemption in the blood of Christ. I thought I would stop in
Philadelphia a week or two. I preached at different places in the city. My labour was much blessed. I soon saw a large field
open in seeking and instructing my African brethren, who had been a long forgotten people and few of them attended public
worship. I preached in the commons, in Southwark, Northern Liberties, and wherever I could find an opening. I frequently
preached twice a day, at 5 o'clock in the morning and in the evening, and it was not uncommon for me to preach from four
to five times a day. I established prayer meetings; I raised a society in 1786 of forty-two members. I saw the necessity of
erecting a place of worship for the coloured people. I proposed it to the most respectable people of colour in this city; but
here I met with opposition. I had but three coloured brethren that united with me in erecting a place of worship--the Rev.
Absalom Jones, William White, and Dorus Ginnings. These united with me as soon as it became public and known by the
elder who was stationed in the city. The Rev. C-- B-- opposed the plan, and would not submit to any argument we could
raise; but he was shortly removed from the charge. The Rev Mr. W-- took the charge, and the Rev L-- G-- . Mr. W-- was
much opposed to an African church, and used very degrading and insulting language to us, to try and prevent us from going
on. We all belonging to St. George's church--Rev. Absalom Jones, William White and Dorus
Page 13
Ginnings. We felt ourselves much cramped; but my dear Lord was with us, and we believed, if it was his will, the work would
go on, and that we would be able to succeed in building the house of the Lord. We established prayer meetings and meetings
of exhortation, and the Lord blessed our endeavours, and many souls were awakened; but the elder soon forbid us holding
any such meetings; but we viewed the forlorn state of our coloured brethren, and that they were destitute of a place of
worship. They were considered as a nuisance.
A number of us usually attended St. George's Church in Fourth street; and when the coloured people began to get
numerous in attending the church, they moved us from the seats we usually sat on, and placed us around the wall, and on
Sabbath morning we went to church and the sexton stood at the door, and told us to go in the gallery. He told us to go, and
we would see where to sit. We expected to take the seats over the ones we formerly occupied below, not knowing any
better. We took those seats. Meeting had begun, and they were nearly done singing, and just as we got to the seats,
the elder said, "let us pray." We had not been long upon our knees before I heard considerable scuffling and low
talking. I raised my head up and saw one of the trustees, H-- M--, having hold of the Rev. Absalom Jones, pulling him up
off of his knees, and saying, "You must get up--you must not kneel here." Mr. Jones replied, "wait until prayer is over."
Mr. H-- M-- said "no, you must get up now, or I will call for aid and I force you away." Mr. Jones said, "wait until prayer is
over, and I will get up and trouble you no more." With that he beckoned to one of the other trustees, Mr. L-- S-- to come
to his assistance. He came, and went to William White to pull him up. By this time prayer was over, and we all went out
of the church in a body, and they were no more plagued with us in the church. This raised a great excitement and
inquiry among the citizens, in so much that I believe they were ashamed of their conduct. But my dear Lord was with us,
and we were filled with fresh vigour to get a house erected to worship God in. Seeing our forlorn and distressed situation,
many of the hearts of our citizens were moved to urge us forward; notwithstanding
Page 14
we had subscribed largely towards finishing St. George's Church, in building the gallery and laying new floors, and just as
the house was made comfortable, we were turned out from enjoying the comforts of worshiping therein. We then hired a
store room, and held worship by ourselves. Here we were pursued with threats of being disowned, and read publicly out of
meeting if we did continue worship in the place we had hired; but we believed the Lord would be our friend. We got
subscription papers out to raise money to build the house of the Lord. By this time we had waited on Dr. Rush and Mr.
Robert Ralston, and told them of our distressing situation. We considered it a blessing that the Lord had put it into our hearts
to wait upon those gentlemen. They pitied our situation, and subscribed largely towards the church, and were very friendly
towards us, and advised us how to go on. We appointed Mr. Ralston our treasurer. Dr. Rush did much for us in public by
his influence. I hope the name of Dr. Benjamin Rush and Mr. Robert Ralston will never be forgotten among us. They were
the two first gentlemen who espoused the cause of the oppressed, and aided us in building the house of the Lord for the
poor Africans to worship in. Here was the beginning and rise of the first African church in America. But the elder of the
Methodist church still pursued us. Mr. J-- M-- called upon us and told us if we did not erase our names from the subscription
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paper, and give up the paper, we would be publicly turned out of meeting. We asked him if we had violated any rules of
discipline by so doing. He replied, "I have the charge given to me by the Conference, and unless you submit I will read you
publicly out of meeting." We told him we were willing to abide by the discipline of the Methodist church; "and if you will show
us where we have violated any law of discipline of the Methodist church, we will submit; and if there is no rule violated in
the discipline, we will proceed on." He replied, "we will read you all out." We told him if he turned us out contrary to rule of
discipline, we should seek further redress. We told him we were dragged off of our knees in St. George's church, and treated
worse than heathens; and we were determined to seek out for ourselves, the Lord being our
Page 15
helper. He told us we were not Methodists, and left us. Finding we would go on in raising money to build the church, he
called upon us again, and wished to see us all together. We met him. He told us that he wished us well, and that he was a
friend to us, and used many arguments to convince us that we were wrong in building a church. We told him we had no
place of worship; and we did not mean to go to St. George's church any more, as we were so scandalously treated in the
presence of all the congregation present; "and if you deny us your name, you cannot seal up the scriptures from us, and
deny us a name in heaven. We believe heaven is free for all who worship in spirit and truth." And he said, "so you are
determined to go on." We told him--"yes, God being our helper." He then replied, "we will disown you all from the Methodist
connexion." We believed if we put our trust in the Lord, he would stand by us. This was a trial that I never had to pass
through before. I was confident that the great head of the church would support us. My dear Lord was with us. We went out
with our subscription paper, and met with great success. We had no reason to complain of the liberality of the citizens. The
first day the Rev. Absalom Jones and myself went out we collected three hundred and sixty dollars. This was the greatest
day's collection that we met with. We appointed a committee to look out for a lot--the Rev. Absalom Jones, William Gray,
William Wilcher, and myself. We pitched upon a lot at the corner of Lombard and Sixth streets. They authorized me to go
and agree for it. I did accordingly. The lot belonged to Mr. Mark Wilcox. We entered into articles of agreement for the lot.
Afterwards the committee found a lot in Fifth street, in a more commodious part of the city, which we bought; and the first
lot they threw upon my hands, and wished me to give it up. I told them they had authorized me to agree for the lot, and they
were all well satisfied with the agreement I had made, and I thought it was hard that they should throw it upon my hands. I
told them I would sooner keep it myself than to forfeit the agreement I had made. And so I did.
We bore much persecution from many of the Methodist connexion; but we have reason to be thankful to
Page 16
Almighty God, who was our deliverer. The day was appointed to go and dig the cellar. I arose early in the morning and
addressed the throne of grace, praying that the Lord would bless our endeavours. Having by this time two or three teams
of my own--as I was the first proposer of the African church, I put the first spade in the ground to dig a cellar for the same.
This was the first African church or meeting house that was erected in the United States of America. We intended it for the
African preaching house or church; but finding that the elder stationed in this city was such an opposer to our proceedings
of erecting a place of worship; though the principal part of the directors of this church belonged to the Methodist connexion,
the elder stationed here would neither preach for us, nor have any thing to do with us. We then held an election, to know
what religious denomination we should unite with. At the election it was determined--there were two in favour of the
Methodist, the Rev. Absalom Jones and myself, and a large majority in favour of the Church of England. The majority
carried. Notwithstanding we had been so violently persecuted by the elder, we were in favour of being attached to the
Methodist connexion; for I was confident that there was no religious sect or denomination would suit the capacity of the
coloured people as well as the Methodist; for the plain and simple gospel suits best for any people, for the unlearned can
understand, and the learned are sure to understand; and the reason that the Methodist is so successful in the awakening
and conversion of the coloured people, the plain doctrine and having a good discipline. But in many cases the preachers
would act to please their own fancy, without discipline, till some of them became such tyrants, and more especially to the
coloured people. They would turn them out of society, giving them no trial, for the smallest offence, perhaps only hearsay.
They would frequently, in meeting the class, impeach some of the members of whom they had heard an ill report, and turn
them out, saying, "I have heard thus and thus of you, and you are no more a member of society"--without witnesses on
either side. This has been frequently done, notwithstanding in the first rise and progress in Delaware State, and elsewhere,
the coloured people were their greatest
Page 17
support; for there were but few of us free; but the slaves would toil in their little patches many a night until midnight to raise
their little truck and sell to get something to support them more than what their masters gave them, but we used often to
divide our little support among the white preachers of the Gospel. This was once a quarter. It was in the time of the old
revolutionary war between Great Britain and the United States. The Methodists were the first people that brought glad tidings
to the coloured people. I feel thankful that ever I heard a Methodist preach. We are beholden to the Methodists, under God,
12

Sunday, February 9, 2020  FOUNDER’S DAY!
∙

L

I V E

∙

L

O V E

∙

L

E A R N

∙

for the light of the Gospel we enjoy; for all other denominations preached so high-flown that we were not able to comprehend
their doctrine. Sure am I that reading sermons will never prove so beneficial to the coloured people as spiritual or extempore
preaching. I am well convinced that the Methodist has proved beneficial to thousands and ten times thousands. It is to be
awfully feared that the simplicity of the Gospel that was among them fifty years ago, and that they conform more to the world
and the fashions thereof, they would fare very little better than the people of the world. The discipline is altered considerably
from what it was. We would ask for the good old way, and desire to walk therein.
In 1793 a committee was appointed from the African Church to solicit me to be their minister, for there was no colored
preacher in Philadelphia but myself. I told them I could not accept of their offer, as I was a Methodist. I was indebted to the
Methodists, under God, for what little religion I had; being convinced that they were the people of God, I informed them that
I could not be any thing else but a Methodist, as I was born and awakened under them, and I could go no further with them,
for I was a Methodist, and would leave you in peace and love. I would do nothing to retard them in building a church as it
was an extensive building, neither would I go out with a subscription paper until they were done going out with their
subscription. I bought an old frame that had been formerly occupied as a blacksmith shop from Mr. Sims, and hauled it on
the lot in Sixth near Lobard street, that had formerly been taken for the church of England. I employed carpenters to repair
Page 18
the old frame, and fit it for a place of worship. In July, 1794, Bishop Asbury being in town I solicited him to open the church
(This church will at present accommodate between 3 and 4000 persons.) for us which he accepted. The Rev. John Dickins
sung and prayed, and Bishop Asbury preached. The house was called bethel agreeable to the prayer that was made. Mr.
Dickins prayed that it might be a bethel (See Gen. chap. 28.) to the gathering in of thousands of souls. My dear Lord was
with us, so that there was many hearty Amen's echoed through the house. This house of worship has been favored with the
awakening of many souls, and I trust they are in the kingdom both white and colored. Our warfare and troubles now began
afresh. Mr. C. proposed that we should make over the church to the conference. This we objected to, he asserted that we
could not be Methodists unless we did, we told him he might deny us their name, but they could not deny us a seat in
Heaven. Finding that he could not prevail with us so to do, he observed that we had better be incorporated, then we could
get any legacies that were left for us, if not, we could not. We agreed to be incorporated, he offered to draw the incorporation
himself, that it would save us the trouble of paying for to get it drawn. We cheerfully submitted to his proposed plan. He
drew the incorporation, but incorporated our church under the Conference, our property was then all consigned to the
Conference for the present Bishops, Elders, and Ministers, &c., that belonged to the white Conference, and our property
was gone. Being ignorant of incorporations we cheerfully agreed thereto, we labored about ten years under this
incorporation, until J-- S-- was appointed to take the charge in Philadelphia, he soon waked us up by demanding the keys
and books of the church, and forbid us holding any meetings except orders from him, these propositions we told him we
could not agree to. He observed he was elder appointed to the charge, and unless we submitted to him, he would read us
all out of meeting, we told him the house was our's, we had bought it, and paid for it. He said he would let us know it was
not our's, it belonged to the Conference, we took council on it; council informed us we had been taken in, according
Page 19
to the incorporation, it belonged to the white connexion. We asked him if it could'nt be altered, he told us it two thirds of the
society agreed to have it altered, it could be altered. He gave me a transcript to lay before them, I called the society together
and laid it before them. My dear Lord was with us. It was unanimously agree to by both male and female, we had another
incorporation drawn that took the church from Conference, and got it passed before the elder knew any thing about it. This
raised a considerable rumpus, for the elder contended that it would not be good unless he had signed it. The elder with the
Trustees of St. George's called us together, and said we must pay six hundred dollars a year for their services, or they could
not serve us. We told them we were not able so to do. The Trustees of St. George's insisted that we should, or should not
be supplied by their preachers, at last they made a move that they would take four hundred, we told them that our house
was considerable in debt, and we poor people, and we could not agree to pay four hundred, but we agreed to give them
two hundred. It was moved by one of the Trustees of St. George's that the money should be paid into their treasury, we
refused paying it into their treasury, but we would pay it to the preacher that served, they made a move that the preacher
should not receive the money from us. The bethel Trustees made a move that their funds should be shut and they would
pay none, this caused a considerable contention, at length they withdrew their motion, the elder supplied us with preaching
five times in a year for two hundred dollars. Finding that they supplied us so seldom, the Trustees of Bethel church passed
a resolution that they would pay but one hundred dollars a year, as the elder only preached five times in a year for us, they
called for the money, we paid him twenty-five dollars a quarter, but he being dissatisfied, returned the money back again,
and would not have it unless we paid him fifty dollars. The Trustees concluded it was enough for five sermons, and said
they would pay no more, the elder of St. George's was determined to preach for us no more, unless we gave him two
hundred dollars, and we were left alone for upwards of one year.
Mr. S-- R-- being appointed to the charge of
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Page 20
Philadelphia, declared unless we would repeal the Supplement neither he nor any white preacher travelling or local, should
preach any more for us; so we were left to ourselves, at length the preachers and stewards belonging to the Academy,
proposed serving us on the same terms that we had offered to the St. George's preachers, and they preached for us better
than a twelve month; and then demanded $150 per year; this not being complied with, they declined preaching for us, and
we were once more left to ourselves, as an edict was passed by the elder that if any local preacher should serve us, he
should be expelled from the connexion. John Emory, then elder of the Academy, published a circular letter in which we were
disowned by the Methodists. A house was also hired and fitted up for worship not far from Bethel, and an invitation given to
all who desired to be Methodists to resort thither. But being disappointed in this plan, Robert R. Roberts, the resident elder,
came to Bethel, insisted on preaching to us, and taking the spiritual charge of the congregation, for we were Methodists. He
was told he should come on some terms with the Trustees: his answer was that, "He did not come to consult with Richard
Allen or other trustees, but to inform the congregation that on next Sunday afternoon, he would come and take the spiritual
charge." We told him he could not preach for us under existing circumstances. "However, at the appointed time he came,
but having taken previous advice we had our preacher in the pulpit when he came, and the house was so fixed that he could
not get but more than half way to the pulpit. Finding himself disappointed he appealed to those who came with him as
witnesses that "That man (meaning the preacher) had taken his appointment." Several respectable white citizens who knew
the colored people had been ill used were present, and told us not to fear for they would see us righted, and not suffer
Roberts to preach in a forcible manner, after which Roberts went away.
The next elder stationed in Philadelphia was Robert Birch, who following the example of his predecessor, came and
published a meeting for himself. But the method just mentioned was adopted, and he had to go away disappointed. In
consequence of this he applied to the Supreme Court for a writ of Mandamus, to know
Page 21
why the pulpit was denied him. Being elder, this brought on a law suit, which ended in our favor. Thus by the Providence of
God we were delivered from a long, distressing and expensive suit which could not be resumed, being determined by the
Supreme Court. For this mercy we desire to be unfeignedly thankful.
About this time our colored friends in Baltimore were treated in a similar manner by the white preachers and Trustees,
and many of them drove away; who were disposed to seek a place of worship, rather than go to law.
Many of the colored people in other places were in a situation nearly like those of Philadelphia and Baltimore, which
induced us in April 1816 to call a general meeting, by way of Conference. Delegates from Baltimore and other places which
met those of Philadelphia, and taking into consideration their grievances, and in order to secure the privileges, promote
union and harmony among themselves, it was resolved, "That the people of Philadelphia, Baltimore, &c. &c., should become
one body, under the name of the African Methodist Episcopal Church." We deemed it expedient to have a form of discipline,
whereby we may guide our people in the fear of God, in the unity of the Spirit, and in the bonds of peace, and preserve us
from that spiritual despotism which we have so recently experienced--remembering that we are not to lord it over God's
heritage, as greedy dogs that can never have enough. But with long suffering, and bowels of compassion to bear each
other's burdens, and so fulfil the Law of Christ, praying that our mutual striving together for the promulgation of the Gospel
may be crowned with abundant success.
The God of Bethel heard her cries,
He let his power be seen;
He stop'd the proud oppressors frown,
And proved himself a King.
Thou sav'd them in the trying hour,
Ministers and councils joined
And all stood ready to retain
That helpless church of thine.
Bethel surrounded by her foes,
But not yet in despair,
Christ heard her supplicating cries;
The God of Bethel heard.
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FOUNDER’S DAY EXERCISE
Created by Dr. Johnel Bryant Robinson
Christian Education Director, Union Bethel AME, New Orleans,
LA, 8th District

Go to https://vimeo.com/20390235 to complete the following exercise on Bishop Richard Allen.
Note: It is recommended that you first read the questions, watch the video, and then watch the video a second
time to answer the following prompts.

1.

Bishop Richard Allen was known as the Apostle of _________________.

2.

Bishop Allen was born on ____________ the ____, ______ a slave to
_____________________ of Philadelphia.

3.

At the age of ___, Bishop Allen was sold to Stokely Sturgis in Delaware.

4.

True or False: As a slave, Richard Allen was separated from most of his family.

5.

What is the meaning of “My sins were a heavy burden. I thought hell would be my
portion. I cried unto Him and all of sudden my dungeon shook and my chains flew
off. “Glory to God,” I cried?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

6.

Bishop Allen joined the _________________ Society after traveling house to house
telling others of the Dear Savior he had found. 7. Where did he meet the Methodist
society for class? ______________________

7.

True or False: The Methodists believed that all people are equal under the eyes of
God.

8.

Bible worship was Allen’s first foot out of slavery. How did he buy his
freedom?________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

9.

After Allen moved to Philadelphia, Blacks came into _____________________ by
leaps and bounds.

10.

As Methodism started growing, Allen and ___________________ raised a Free
African Society, for colored members.

11.

True or False: The Methodist Society felt threatened by Allen’s actions.
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12.

What did the trustee do to Absalom Jones?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

13.

How did this affect the blacks who worshiped at the St. George’s Methodist Church?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

14.

In 1793, yellow fever broke out in America. Benjamin Rush wrongly concluded that
Black people was immune to the disease. Matthew Carey published an account of
the yellow fever outbreak. Allen wrote his own account. This was the first
copyrighted pamphlet published by African Americans. It was important to write back
then because ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

15.

According to Richard Newman, the most striking quality about Richard Allen was
that he had which of the following: a. Love b. Manpower c. Indomitable will d.
Freedom

16.

Bishop Allen started the A.M.E. Church and named it Bethel. Why is that significant?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

17.

What happened after Bethel was started? Chaos soon ensued. A lawsuit ended in
the favor of the A.M.E. Church. It showed the essence of black determination. The
AME Church became, as W.E.B. Dubois described, the greatest negro organization
in the world.

18.

After his first wife died, Allen married _____________________, with whom he had
six children.

19.

The Methodist Society knew nothing of women preachers. A young mother in Allen’s
congregation felt the calling to preach. Women weren’t known to have been
ordained then. But in a moment of the spirit, Allen recognized of God that women
were called to preach. Did she receive resistance from men? Circle: YES or NO.

20.

A free black colony? The American Colonization was a front to send all free blacks
out of American Society. Allen believed in the idea of migrating outside of America.
However, the movement did not find favor. Everything he did helped to prepare us
for the future. He became committed to staying in America. Yet he died in peace in
the year of ________ knowing that America was indeed home.

21.

We are here. Now what? What is the future of the A.M.E. Church?

This exercise appears in The Anvil, Sankofa: Worshipping God Yesterday, Today, and Forever, Annual Resource Guide,
2019-2020, (pp 288-290) by the Council of Bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. To access other worship
resources, copies of The Anvil can be purchased through the AMEC Publishing House.
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—ANNOUNCEMENTS

& HAPPENINGS—

TEACHING MOMENTS
Next Week’s Scripture Lessons:
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37
Church School for ALL Ages  8:00am Every Sunday
Prayer Service & Pastor’s Bible Study  Every Wednesday @ 6:30pm

MONTHLY MINISTRY MEETINGS










Choir Rehearsal – EVERY Thursday @ 6:30pm
Official Board – Monday, February 10, 2020 @ 6pm
Trustee Board – Monday, February 10, 2020 @ 7pm
Lay Organization – Sunday, February 16, 2020 Following the Benediction
Steward Board – Monday, February 17, 2020 @ 6pm
Stewardship & Finance– Monday, February 17, 2020 @ 7pm
YPD – Saturday, February 22, 2020 @ 12pm
Membership, Evangelism & Discipleship – Monday, February 24, 2020 @ 6pm
2nd Quarterly Conference with Presiding Elder Golphin – Monday, February 24, 2020 @ 7pm

CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS





TODAY, Founder’s Day. Rev. Frederick E. Hale, Jr. will be the guest preacher. Dinner will immediately follow the worship
service.
February 23, Black History Month Celebration. Presiding Elder Golphin will be preaching.
Friday-Saturday, February 28-29, District Conference hosted by St. Paul A.M.E. Church, Richmond, KY Announcements…

REMINDERS
 Please be reminded that the taxation for Church Anniversary of $171.00 is payable throughout the year and should be
earmarked on your offering envelope as CA171.
 Conference Claims per member per month is $15.00/$180.00 per year. Please pay monthly to help meet our
Conference assessments.
 The Seed Sowers Project is an ongoing project for the building fund of the church. Sow a seed and watch it grow.
Mark on your envelope as “Seed”. For more information contact Sis. Geraldine Brown.
 Mass and Men’s Choir: Please be reminded of your monthly choir dues of $10.00 per member per month. Also be
reminded that Mass Choir rehearsal is every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. unless notified otherwise.
 St. Paul’s CD/DVD Ministry to the Sick and Shut-in: If you desire a CD or a DVD of the worship services, please see
Bro. Ellis Collins.
 Need a ride to Church School or Church, please call Sis. Tanya Clark by Saturday at (859) 361-1426.
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED.
Calling Post
If you're not part of our Calling Post, then please text or email the Pastor using his contact information on the
front of the bulletin. Give him your name, phone number and email address, and we'll make sure you are kept in
the loop! The Calling Post comes on your caller-id as “Oklahoma City”, phone number (405) 308-4474, so please
add that to your contacts as “The Calling Post”. Thank you!!!A



Visit our Saint Paul website to “worship in giving” digitally (visit spvame.com and you will see
the link for “Offerings”), get a copy of our Sunday Bulletin, or see our church calendar.

Sunday School, Sunday Worship and Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study Call in: 425-436-6260; Access Code:
2913187#. Please mute your phone so others can’t hear you or what’s going on around you. Thank you!! For
Sunday School, call in about 7:55 a.m., start promptly at 8:00 a.m.; For Sunday Worship, call in about 9:25 a.m.,
start promptly at 9:30 a.m.; For Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study, call in about 6:55 p.m., start promptly at 7:00
p.m.

Sunday, February 9, 2020  FOUNDER’S DAY!
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Dereke Kirtley
Deborah Turner
Marilyn Collins

February 4
February 6
February 11

OUR SICK & SHUT-IN
Armenta Chase
Christine Collins
Lorie Dale
Phyllis Dockies
Lewis Givens
Damon Greene
Jacqueline Greenlee
Rev. Frederick E. Hale
Mary Marcella Higgins
Pearl C. Higgins
Kenneth Howard

Mildred Jones
Richard Kirtley, Jr.
Norman Morton
Betty Moseley
Odes Nash
Thomas Parrish
Mona Amburgey Romine
Rev. James E. Smith
Renee Scott Smith
Russell Thornton
Frances Walker
Anna Williams

Please remember the sick and shut-ins in your prayers. Call, visit, send a card and let them know
you care.
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